Key indicators: single-crystal X-ray study; T = 298 K; mean (C-C) = 0.004 Å; R factor = 0.058; wR factor = 0.175; data-to-parameter ratio = 14.4.
The title bisoxime compound, C 19 H 22 N 2 O 2 , synthesized by the reaction of 4-methyl-2-hydroxybenzaldehyde with 1,3-bis-(aminooxy)propane in ethanol, adopts a V-shaped conformation. The dihedral angle between the rings is 84.59 (3) . The molecule is disposed about a crystallographic twofold rotation axis, with one C atom lying on the axis. In the crystal, molecules are packed by C-HÁ Á Á(Ph) interactions, forming chains.
Related literature
For bisoximes and their applications, see: Akine et al. (2005) ; Atwood & Harvey (2001) ; Dong et al. (2008 Dong et al. ( , 2009 ; He et al. (2008) ; Yeap et al. (2008) . Table 1 Hydrogen-bond geometry (Å , ).
Experimental
Cg1 is the centroid of the C4-C9 ring.
Data collection: SMART (Siemens, 1996) ; cell refinement: SAINT (Siemens, 1996) ; data reduction: SHELXTL (Sheldrick, 2008) ; program(s) used to solve structure: SHELXS97 (Sheldrick, 2008) ; program(s) used to refine structure: SHELXL97 (Sheldrick, 2008) ; molecular graphics: SHELXTL; software used to prepare material for publication: SHELXTL. Much interest has been focused on bisoxime compounds, in which the large electronegativity of O atoms is expected to affect strongly the electronic properties of the nitrogen atoms, and exhibit high stability against imine metathesis reactions (Akine et al., 2005) . Some of them or their metal complexes are used in wide field due to their variety of applications, especially for catalysis and biological processes, magnetism, and supramolecular architectures (Atwood et al., 2001; Yeap et al., 2008; Dong et al., 2008) . Herein, the synthesis and structure of 4,4'-dimethyl-1,3-[propenedioxybis(nitrilomethylidyne)]dibenzene (I) is reported (Fig. 1 ).
The single-crystal structure of (I) is built up by discrete C 19 H 22 N 2 O 2 molecules, in which all bond lengths are in normal ranges. The title compound adopts a V-shaped configuration with the dihedral angle between the two halves of the molecule is 85.82 (3)°. The molecules are disposed about a crystallographic two-fold rotation axis. This structure is similar to that observed in our previously reported salen-type bisoxime compounds . The packing of the molecule is controlled by C-H···π(Ph) interactions linking molecules into infinite supramolecular structure along b axis.
Experimental 4,4'-Dimethyl-1,3-[propenedioxybis(nitrilomethylidyne)]dibenzene was synthesized according to an analogous method reported earlier (Dong et al., 2009) . To an ethanol solution (4 ml) of 4-methyl-2-hydroxybenzaldehyde (243.2 mg, 2.02 mmol) was added an ethanol solution (4 ml) of 1,3-bis(aminooxy)propane (108.3 mg, 1.02 mmol). The reaction mixture was stirred at 328-333 K for 14 h. After cool to room temperature, no precipitate was formed, which was concentrated to about 1 ml under reduced pressure. The precipitate formed was separated by filtration, and washed several times with n-hexane. The product was dried under vacuum to yield 189.4 mg of (I). Yield, 60.4%. m. p. 329-330 K. Anal. Calcd. for C 19 H 22 N 2 O 2 : C, 73.52; H, 7.14; N, 9.03. Found: C, 73.49; H, 7.01; N, 9.39 .
Colorless needle-like single crystals suitable for X-ray diffraction studies were obtained after about four weeks by slow evaporation from an acetonitrile solution of (I).
Refinement
Non-H atoms were refined anisotropically. H atoms were treated as riding atoms with distances C-H = 0.96 Å (CH 3 ), 0.97 Å (CH 2 ),0.93 Å (CH) and U iso (H) = 1.2 U eq (C). Refinement. Refinement of F 2 against ALL reflections. The weighted R-factor wR and goodness of fit S are based on F 2 , conventional R-factors R are based on F, with F set to zero for negative F 2 . The threshold expression of F 2 > σ(F 2 ) is used only for calculating Rfactors(gt) etc. and is not relevant to the choice of reflections for refinement. R-factors based on F 2 are statistically about twice as large as those based on F, and R-factors based on ALL data will be even larger.
Fractional atomic coordinates and isotropic or equivalent isotropic displacement parameters (Å 2 )
x y z U iso */U eq N1 0.58112 (8) 0.7298 (5) 0.3832 (2) 0.0491 (7) O1 0.54391 (7) 0.5473 (4) 0.36901 (16) 0.0562 (7) C1 0.54272 (10) 0.4006 (7) 0.2661 (2) 0.0530 (9) 
